Embargo Act

Date: 1807

Legislation enacted by the U.S. Congress on December 22, 1807, that
prohibited all international trade to and from U.S. ports. The act was
designed to deny raw materials to both Great Britain and France, then at
war with each other, and to persuade them to cease practices that were
damaging American commerce, such as the seizure of neutral commercial
ships and the impressment of American sailors. Rather than achieving its
goal, the act dramatically lowered American exports, denied merchants and
producers their income from raw materials, cost sailors their jobs, and
forced the closure of American ports. This unpopular and unsuccessful
legislation was repealed on March 1, 1809, and was later replaced by the
U.S. Non-Intercourse Act.

The original spelflings have been retained in this document.

Embargo Act (1807)

From: United States Statutes at Large, 10th Cong., Sess. I, Chp. 5, 1807, p.
451-453

December 22, 1807

AN ACT

Laying an Embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the
United States.



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That an embargo be, and hereby is
laid on all ships and vessels in the ports and places within the limits or
jurisdiction of the United States, cleared or not cleared, bound to any foreign
port or place; and that no clearance be furnished to any ship or vessel bound
to such foreign port or place, except vessels under the immediate direction of
the President of the United States: and that the President be authorized to
give such instructions to the officers of the revenue, and of the navy and
revenue cutters of the United States, as shall appear best adapted for carrying
the same into full effect: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be
construed to prevent the departure of any foreign ship or vessel, either in
ballast, or with the goods, wares and merchandise on board of such foreign
ship or vessel, when notified of this act.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That during the continuance of this act, no
registered, or sea letter vessel, having on board goods, wares and
merchandise, shall be allowed to depart from one port of the United States
to any other within the same, unless the master, owner, consignee or factor
of such vessel shall first give bond, with one or more sureties to the collector
of the district from which she is bound to depart, in a sum of double the
value of the vessel and cargo, that the said goods, wares, or merchandise
shall be relanded in some port of the United States, dangers of the seas
excepted, which bond, and also a certificate from the collector where the
same may be relanded, shall by the collector respectively be transmitted to
the Secretary of the Treasury. All armed vessels possessing public
commissions from any foreign power, are not to be considered as liable to
the embargo laid by this act.

Approved, December 22, 1807.
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